[Clinically silent suture insufficiency in colorectal surgery].
The courses of 140 colorectal resections were evaluated from among the authors' own patients. Regular postoperative radiological control and follow-up of anastomoses have shown that nearly half of all suture insufficiencies remain without any clinical symptoms. No direct relationship appeared to exist between expansion of suturing leaks and their clinical relevance. This seems to underline the importance of contrast media to follow up colorectal resections.